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MONA HATOUM WINS RUTH BAUMGARTE ART AWARD

The London-based Palestinian artist Mona Hatoum has been named the winner of

the fourth Ruth Baumgarte Art Award. She will be presented with the $24,000 prize during

a ceremony that will be held at Berlinische Galerie on June 23.

Known for her multimedia installations that feature a diverse range of media, including

metal, light, glass, and bodily materials such as hair, Hatoum often creates works that

interlace her personal experiences with issues of gender and the body. Born to Palestinian

parents in Beirut in 1952, the artist attended the Beirut College for Women (now the

Lebanese American University) before traveling to London in the 1970s. After the Lebanese

Civil War broke out in 1975, she found that she was unable to return home, which

motivated her to make political works about dislocation.

Commenting on Hatoum’s practice, the Ruth Baumgarte Foundation, which administers

the award, said: “The creation of opposing emotions such as attraction and disgust, fear

and fascination at the sight of her works runs through her entire oeuvre—from early

performances to current installations and sculptures. Hatoum’s art always remains poetic

and minimalistic.”

The selection committee comprised Beate Reifenscheid, director of the Ludwig Museum

Koblenz; Reinhard Spieler, director of the Sprengel Museum in Hannover; Bettina

Steinbrügge, director of the Hamburger Kunstverein; and Christian Nagel, founder of the

Berlin- and Cologne-based Galerie Nagel Draxler.

Established in 2014, the annual award recognizes contemporary artists whose practices are

anchored in the figurative tradition and who share the late artist Ruth Baumgarte’s interest

in current global and sociopolitical questions. Previous winners of the prize include Amelie

https://www.artforum.com/
https://www.artforum.com/news
https://www.artforum.com/news
https://www.artforum.com/register/all
https://www.artforum.com/register/all
https://www.artforum.com/news/mona-hatoum-wins-ruth-baumgarte-art-award-75711
https://www.artforum.com/news/mona-hatoum-wins-ruth-baumgarte-art-award-75711
https://www.artforum.com/news/mona-hatoum-wins-ruth-baumgarte-art-award-75711#
https://www.artforum.com/news/mona-hatoum-wins-ruth-baumgarte-art-award-75711#
https://www.artforum.com/news/mona-hatoum-wins-ruth-baumgarte-art-award-75711#
https://www.artforum.com/news/mona-hatoum-wins-ruth-baumgarte-art-award-75711#
https://www.artforum.com/
https://www.artforum.com/
https://subscribe.artforum.com/checkout?tid=NAVT&utm_campaign=corner_tab&utm_medium=web&utm_source=header
https://subscribe.artforum.com/checkout?tid=NAVT&utm_campaign=corner_tab&utm_medium=web&utm_source=header


von Wulffen, Kader Attia, and Judith Hopf.

LATEST NEWS

August 17th, 2023 at 7:37pm

VETERAN CURATOR PETER HIGGS ALLEGED TO HAVE PILFERED PRICELESS
ARTIFACTS FROM BRITISH MUSEUM

Noted curator Peter Higgs on August 17 was named in English dailies The Times and The

Telegraph as the British Museum staffer fired last month in the wake of the discovery that a

number of invaluable objects had gone missing from the London institution’s storeroom in
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August 16th, 2023 at 6:42pm

UNIONIZED WORKERS AT ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO RATIFY INAUGURAL
CONTRACT

Employees of the Art Institute of Chicago (AIC) and the School of the Art Institute of

Chicago (SAIC) on August 15 ratified their first contract with management following

fourteen months of bargaining. Under the four-year agreement, the more than five hundred

August 16th, 2023 at 4:55pm

ORLANDO MUSEUM OF ART SUES EX-DIRECTOR OVER BASQUIAT FORGERY
SCHEME

The Orlando Museum of Art (OMA) on August 14 filed suit against former director Aaron

De Groft on the grounds that he destroyed the institution’s reputation by knowingly

exhibiting fake Jean-Michel Basquiat works with the intent of legitimizing them and selling
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August 16th, 2023 at 2:01am

ANGELA FLOWERS (1932–2023)

Influential London gallerist Angela Flowers, whose exceptional reputation rested not only

on her taste but on her loyalty, died August 11 at the age of ninety. Opening her first gallery

in an attic above a left-wing co-op in 1970, Flowers expanded her business to an $8 million

August 15th, 2023 at 9:05pm

SOTHEBY’S TO PRESERVE CHARLES SIMONDS’S DWELLINGS AMID BREUER
BUILDING TAKEOVER

Storied auction house Sotheby’s, which earlier this year was revealed as the buyer of the

iconic Marcel Breuer–designed building that for decades housed New York’s Whitney

Museum of American Art, has announced that it will preserve a beloved site-specific work
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August 14th, 2023 at 10:41pm

BLUM IS OFF THE POE: LONGTIME GALLERY PARTNERS SPLIT

Gallerists Jeff Poe and Tim Blum, who in 1994 founded Los Angeles art scene mainstay

Blum & Poe, are going their separate ways. Poe will depart the gallery, which will retain its

well-known moniker, and which Blum will continue to run. Neither party offered a reason

August 14th, 2023 at 8:13pm

JAMES S. SNYDER NAMED DIRECTOR OF JEWISH MUSEUM

The Jewish Museum in New York has announced that James S. Snyder will serve as its next

director, beginning in November. Snyder, since 2019 the executive chairman of the

Jerusalem Foundation, spent more than forty years in high-level positions at New York’s
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August 14th, 2023 at 5:59pm

TURKISH PAVILION CURATOR RESIGNS OVER IWONA BLAZWICK’S ISTANBUL
BIENNIAL APPOINTMENT

Esra Sarıgedik Öktem, curator of the Turkish Pavilion at the forthcoming Sixtieth Venice

Biennale, has resigned in protest of the actions of pavilion organizer Istanbul Foundation

for Culture and Arts (İKSV), which earlier this month announced Iwona Blazwick as

August 11th, 2023 at 11:18pm

NEW ZEALAND CANCELS PAVILION AT 2024 VENICE BIENNALE; NIGER’S
PAVILION IMPERILED

The facilitators of the New Zealand pavilion have announced that the country is bowing

out of the Sixtieth Venice Biennale owing to inadequate resources, as well as to concerns

regarding funding and workload. The withdrawal marks the first time in two decades that

August 11th, 2023 at 7:45pm

JACKSON ARN APPOINTED ART CRITIC AT THE NEW YORKER

The New Yorker has announced Jackson Arn as its new art critic. Arn, who has written for

that publication as well as for others, including Art in America, The Drift, the Los Angeles

Review of Books, The Nation, and Artforum.com, succeeds Peter Schjeldahl in the role.
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August 10th, 2023 at 8:20pm

BRICE MARDEN (1938–2023)

Brice Marden, who drew from Abstract Expressionism and Minimalism in pathbreaking

explorations of gesture, line, and color that put him in a category of one, died August 9 at

his home in Tivoli, New York, after managing cancer for several years. He was eighty-four.

August 9th, 2023 at 10:39pm

MARY EVANS NAMED DIRECTOR OF THE SLADE SCHOOL OF FINE ART

Nigerian-born British artist Mary Evans has been chosen to serve as the next director of

London’s prestigious Slade School of Fine Art, effective October 4 of this year. She is the

first Black person to occupy the position. Evans arrives from Chelsea College of Arts,
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