
 

Press release: Amelie von Wulffen receives the Ruth Baumgarte Art 

Award 

 

The German artist Amelie von Wulffen is receiving the third Ruth Baumgarte Art Award at the Berlinische 

Galerie Museum of Modern Art on Saturday, 13 May, 2017 at 6 p.m. The award is endowed with EUR 

20,000. Following a eulogy by Prof. Dr. Bernhart Schwenk, Curator for Contemporary Art at Pinakothek 

der Moderne Munich, Alexander Baumgarte, President of the Art Foundation Ruth Baumgarte, will 

present the award. 

 

In line with the founder’s œuvre, the award jury deliberately chose an artist whose works are in the 

tradition of representational art. 

Amelie von Wulffen masterfully plays on a whole range of artistic levels at the same time. Be it collage, 

drawing, painting or installation: she portrays different periods and styles next to each other and inside 

each other, takes unusual perspectives and therefore interweaves motives from a collective memory, art 

history and amateur painting with each other. She creates new worlds full of ambivalence where she also 

does not leave out the dark side of human existence but deals with the theme offensively and not without 

(self-)irony. 

 

Born in Breitenbrunn (Upper Palatinate) in 1966, she studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Munich with 

Daniel Spoerri and Olaf Metzel from 1987 to 1994. She lives and works in Berlin. 

 

She received the Villa Romana Award in 2000 and the ars viva Award in 2002. She attracted international 

attention at the latest when she participated in the 50th Biennale in Venice in 2003 and at Manifesta in 

San Sebastian in 2004. The Centre Pompidou in Paris and the Museum für Gegenwartskunst Basel 

dedicated solo exhibitions to her in 2005. The Pinakothek der Moderne in Munich showed a major 

retrospective in 2015. Her works could most recently be seen at Studio Voltaire in London. 

 

After studying at Berlin University of the Arts and working as an illustrator for the press and books, Ruth 

Baumgarte dedicated herself exclusively to her own artistic work at the start of the 1950s. Inspired by 

several trips, she developed a colourful expressive œuvre, which culminated in her Africa cycle which is 

permeated by the questioning of sociopolitical and global issues. 

 

The Ruth Baumgarte Art Award has been awarded to representational artists every year since 2014. 

Previous awards went to Kader Attia and Judith Hopf. 

 

The supervisory board and therefore award jury include among others Dr. Reinhard Spieler, Director of 

the Sprengel Museums Hannover as well as the gallery owners and administrators for the Expressionist 

artist Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, Ingeborg Henze-Ketterer and Dr. Wolfgang Henze. Other members are 

Bettina Steinbrügge, Director of the Hamburg Kunstverein and the gallery owner Christian Nagel 

(Berlin/Cologne). 
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